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New Jersey City University


Test of Writing & Reading

QUESTIONS:
Using the notes you made in the article you just read, write an essay responding to one of the questions below.  Remember that you have two hours (120 minutes) to complete this test.
A. The author suggests that illiteracy is not only a personal burden, but a societal one as well.  How is society affected, according to the author?  In what other ways do you think society is impacted?  Show how the author's significant ideas relate to your position.

B. What do you think about the author's position that democracy is threatened by illiteracy?  Use examples from the article and from your own experience to articulate your point of view.

C. President James Madison argued that “A popular government without popular information or the means of acquiring it, is but a prologue to a farce or tragedy, or perhaps both.”  However, he made this statement at a time when electronic media could not be imagined.  Is society today threatened by illiteracy in the way it was previously?  Are reading and writing irrelevant in today’s mass media world?  Use examples from the article and from your own experience to articulate your point of view.
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